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We humans respond to incentives. Each of us is far more likely to act if we believe 

our actions will result in positive change.  

 

It only makes sense to act if we believe that, yes, we can have an impact. It only 

makes sense to act if we believe that, yes, we can make a difference.  

 

That belief that, yes, we can make tomorrow brighter than today—that’s optimism. 

That’s the source of all courage.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: the world gains courage from optimism.  

 

The courage to stick up for the child who no one else thinks has what it takes to 

succeed but who has the potential to thrive… 

 

The courage to stand up for the targeted and unequivocally say, “this person has 

something in them and a dignity beyond any bigotry…” 

 

And so, without the courage that only optimism can bring, we don’t have the fuel 

that action needs.  

 

Only seventy-two years ago, Japan and the United States were at war. Today: they 

are allies.  

 

Back then, hundreds of military personnel died daily on both sides, and, in Japan, 

more than half a million civilians were killed. Yet these former foes are no longer 

enemies. They are military allies, and partners, and friends. 

 

On May 27, 2016, President Obama visited Hiroshima with Prime Minister Abe. 

There, an American President and Japanese Prime Minister remembered the cost of 

war. There, the same place where an atomic bomb was dropped, the two leaders of 

two nations that once opposed each other in war, stood together and rededicated 

themselves to making war less likely. But what happened between August 6, 

1945—the day the bomb was dropped—and May 27, 2016? The answer is one 

word: optimism. Optimism gave each nation the courage to rebuild and remember.  

 

And, personally, optimism has given me the courage to act after feeling weak.  



 

The results of the 2016 American Election caused me to dabble in the dark art of 

pessimism. Before the election, I made sure that my siblings who could vote did. I 

made phone calls and knocked on doors and even tried to convince my parents to 

vote for whom I supported. Yet, in the end, three of the four candidates I supported 

lost. This was the first election I actively took part in, but its results made me 

wonder if it should be my last—temporarily, that is.  

 

Weeks have slipped past us since November, and I’ve had time to reflect. I’ve had 

time to realize that, ultimately, resignation and despair are unacceptable. Cynicism 

imprisoned me, but optimism freed me. Optimism gave me courage, and with the 

acquisition of the belief that, yes, I can make a difference, I have rededicated myself 

to working for a brighter tomorrow.  

 

When young people like me realize that action requires optimism and then work to 

think with hope, we gain the courage to strive for a brighter tomorrow, today and 

every day. And then… the world gains ground along the path of progress. That’s 

why Nicholas M. Butler, a recipient of the Nobel Prize for Peace, said that, 

“optimism is the foundation of courage.” Without hope, there is no try.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, the world gains courage from optimism. Courage of nations. 

Courage of individuals. Courage of we. And—with that courage—you and I can 

follow the Optimist Creed by “looking at the sunny side of everything” and 

“making our optimism come true.” 

 

May we all.  


